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 BOOKS/The Prophets 259

titled “a psalm of ascents.” In his study of this material, M. begins at the level of the indi-
vidual psalms, seeking to delineate their component units and the interconnections among 
these. He then proceeds to a consideration of the relationship of the 15 psalms among them-
selves. Within the complex, he identifies the “Solomonic” Psalm 127 as the center of a 
chiasm, with seven psalms (120–126 and 128–134, respectively) flanking it on either side. 
Each of these surrounding sections in turn exhibits a chiastic structure of its own in which 
a central psalm (123 and 131, respectively) is framed by a “subsection” comprised of three 
psalms (120–122, 124–127 and 128–130, 132–134, respectively). In the course of his dis-
cussion, M., in addition to his primary focus on compositional matters at all levels of the 
above complex, also calls attention to, e.g., extrabiblical parallels to and thematic emphases 
of the individual psalms and of the larger units of which they are a part.—C.T.B.

770. [Qoheleth] roBert d. HolMstedt, JoHn a. Cook, and PHilliP s. MarsHall, Qohe
leth: A Handbook on the Hebrew Text (Baylor Handbook on the Hebrew Bible; 
Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2017). Pp. x + 356. ISBN 978-1-60258-732-8.
This collaborative volume on a challenging biblical book opens with an introduction 

organized under six headings (and their respective subheadings): Literary Structure; Lin-
guistic Background; The Pronouns in Ecclesiastes; The Variation of ׁש and אשׁר in Ecclesi-
astes; The Verbal System in Ecclesiastes; and Dating Ecclesiastes (“mid-Hellenistic period, 
close to . . . Ben Sira and the Qumran texts,” p. 45). There follows the authors’ morpho-
logical, syntactical, and semantic analysis of the 22 longer or shorter segments into which 
they divide Qoheleth’s 12 chapters. The volume concludes with a bibliography, glossary, 
a translation of Qoheleth, and an index of “linguistic issues” posed by the book.—C.T.B.

tHe ProPHets

771. [Prophetic Literature] GianPaolo PaGano, I Profeti tra Storia e Teologia (Studi 
Biblici 74; Bologna: EDB, 2016). Pp. 221. Paper €22.50. ISBN 978-88-10-41025-7.
This little volume provides Italian-language readers with a compact and accessible 

orientation to the prophetic material of the OT. Following a preface by Paolo Garuti, the 
volume continues with an introduction that addresses basic questions about the prophetic 
phenomenon (e.g., the definition and role of a prophet, the literary genres used in the pro-
phetic books, and the “end” of prophecy). Thereafter, G. proceeds to devote a chapter 
apiece to the 8th-century prophets, the 7th-century prophets, the exilic prophets, the proph-
ets of the Second Temple period, and prophets and apocalypticists. For each of the prophets 
surveyed by him, P. presents readers with remarks on the given prophet’s life and times, 
the arrangement of his book, seen from both diachronic and synchronic perspectives, and 
the message of the book. His discussion of these points makes reference to relevant schol-
arship, while the use of informational “boxes” enables readers to take in at a glance the 
data regarding the structure and formation history of the individual books. The volume 
concludes with a chronological chart and indexes of biblical passages and modern authors. 
There is no bibliography.—C.T.B.

772. [Isaiah 40–66] alexander weidner, Das Ende Deuterojesajas: Eine literar kritische 
und redaktionsgeschichtliche Studie zur Entstehung von Jes 40–66 (FAT 2,94; Tübin-
gen: Mohr Siebeck, 2017). Pp. xiv + 271. €79. ISBN 978-3-16-155395-0.
Where in the Book of Isaiah is the ending of that portion of it called Deutero-Isaiah 

(DI) by scholars to be found? In his epoch-making Isaiah commentary of 1892, B. Duhm 
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